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AMERICAN GROTESQUE. An Account of the 
. Clay Shaw-Jlm Garrison Affair in the City of 
l,:r\r Orica nr. By Js nisi Kirkwood. 689 pages. 
Simm fe Schuster. $11.95. 

A HERITAGE -GF STONE By Jim Garrison. 
25-3 prge*. Puirnm. $6.65. 

Bad vibrations. 

' New Orleans District Attorney Jim Gar* 
risen arrested Hew Orleans businessman 


JARD 


Ciry Show, charging that Mr. Shaw con- 
spired to assassinate President John F. 
Kennedy. Mr. Shaw was acquitted by a 
jury, Mr. Garrison then had Mr. 'Shaw re- 
, armslcd on two charges of perjury. Mr. 
Shaw <s suing Mr. .Garrison, avid a host 
of others. The Judgn nt Mr. Shaw’s trial 
has since been arrested in. a motel room 
• vdiere stag movies 'and loose women are 
alleged to have exhibited themselves. The 
principal witness against Mr. Shaw has 
:.gincn been attested for burglary. Mr. Gar- 
rison has since /been accused or molesting 
a 13-year-f'id hoy at the New Orleans 
Athletic Club, which is interesting because 
T \!r V7 "i* | r p “r?l v ItmtI JlnRs - v/ltht £'y$* Nsw 
■ Orleans howoscxu&i underground;' 

Ho. this is not ?. fiction, by . Gore Vidal. - 
It is n scr talfewl novel. on the. front pages 
.'of our .daily nevepepers, Maybe ..that ex- 
'pbiivi why novelist James liirkwood— - 
..“Good TimcK/Bod TbiiEs”—- got obsessed 


fantasies; that, having empaneled such a ■ 
jury, they were so upset by the acquittal 
that they added .the insult of "perjury’? 
charges to the injury of “conspiracy ac- 
cusations. Unfortunately, Mr. Kirkwood is 
so conscientious in his reportage that one 
wonders why so many people cialmc-d to 
have seen Mr. Shaw with Oswald and 
Ferrie. Were they ail mistaken or lying? 

To be sure, conspiracy wasn’t proved, 
and the state embarrassed itself with sur- 
real incompetence. But “conspiracy'’ is no 
longer the charge against Shaw; perjury 
is. v/e have only Mr. Kirkland’s sfflouonsl 
word on innocence to go by. Such a word 
isn’t conclusive, not even in a book re- 
viewer’s court. Mr. Kirkwood's loyalty to 
a friend is admirable; hid taped interviews 
with all the principals in the first Shaw 
trial ere fascinating; his attention to trivia .• 
is in the best pnrajournaliatlc tradition— . 
the little hoy who cried Tom Wolfe. But le- 
gitimate questions a'rout John Kennedy's 
assassination aren’t answered according to 
the buddy system. 

Which brings us to Jim Garrison's “A 
Heritage of Stone.” The District Attorney 
of Orleans Parish argues that Kennedy’s 
assassination can only be explained by a 
“model" that pins the murder on the- Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. The C.I.A. could 
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